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Surry County Schools Announces Expansion of Surry Virtual Academy and Names Principals 

 

DOBSON, NC – Today, Surry County Schools announced the expansion of the Surry Virtual Academy to 

the Surry Virtual Academy Magnet School.  Through relationships with all students, families, and 

communities, we are committed to empowering our youth to grow as citizen leaders and to achieve their 

dreams.  This is the mission of the Surry County Schools.  The Surry County School System strives to 

provide a high-quality education to all of our students within a flexible environment customized to each 

student’s learning preferences and needs.  The first pillar of the vision of the Surry County Board of 

Education 2019-2023 Strategic Plan pertains to Achievement.  The goal is to maximize individual student 

achievement through a culture of personalized learning. Strategic priorities within that goal include:  
 

● opportunities to provide flexible education and expanded virtual learning for all students, 

● expanded choice programs for students using time as one variable for learning, 

● opportunities to decrease the focus on time for learning and focus on mastery/competency-based 

learning, and  

● expanded choice options for students and families through an additional magnet school.  

 

To fulfill the vision, we are committed to personalizing learning for all students. Thus, Surry County 

Schools will expand virtual options to students in grades 3-12 with our second magnet school of choice, 

Surry Virtual Academy.  Our model will be fully customizable as a virtual or blended model for students 

who want flexible virtual options but who also want to take advantage of great learning opportunities 

afforded to students on our school campuses.  

 

Surry Virtual Academy Magnet School will also provide a choice option for  
 

● current homeschool students who want to engage in a blended model partnership between the 

home and public school;  

● students and their families who want full flexibility in regard to time and place;  

● students who learn best working independently in an online environment; or  

● high school students who want flexibility in order to fully develop a schedule conducive to taking 

college courses, completing required high school courses, and/or working simultaneously. 

 

 



 

 

The goal of the Surry County Schools System is to offer courses that are developed locally and are 

delivered by our very own Surry County teachers who develop relationships with their students in small 

class environments.   

 

“We have been researching and planning for the next magnet school in Surry County Schools over time.  

We believe this choice option will continue to meet the ever-changing needs of today’s next-generation 

students.  Surry County Schools is not a one-size-fits-all school system.  We are constantly evolving and 

adapting to meet the individual needs of students,” stated Superintendent of Surry County Schools, Dr. 

Travis L. Reeves.  “We are excited to build on the strength of the Surry Virtual Academy while also 

customizing options to meet the needs of students at the elementary, middle, and high school levels.” 

 

Ms. Kristin Blake will transfer as principal from Shoals Elementary to the new Surry Virtual Academy 

Magnet School.  Ms. Blake obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education and History from the 

University of North Carolina at Greensboro in 2002.  She received a Master of School Administration and 

completed a certificate in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of North Carolina Pembroke in 

2006.  Blake came to Surry County Schools in 2013 with eleven years of experience in education.  Prior 

to serving as principal of Shoals Elementary for two years, she served as a kindergarten teacher and 

assistant principal at Franklin Elementary and Dobson Elementary.   

 

"Meeting the unique learning needs of all students has always been the focus of my leadership.  I am 

honored and excited to collaborate with district leaders to expand the Surry Virtual Academy where 

relationships are important and learning is innovative,” shared Principal Blake.  “Surry Virtual Academy 

Magnet School will allow our students to choose the most effective instructional method for their 

individual academic growth, especially during these unprecedented times."  

 

Mrs. Kelly Waters, most recently the assistant principal of J. Sam Gentry Middle School, was named the 

new principal of Shoals Elementary School.  Mrs. Waters obtained an Associate of Arts from Surry 

Community College in 2000.  She transferred to Lees McRae College where she earned a Bachelor of 

Arts in Elementary Education in 2002.  She received a Master of Arts in Educational Media with a 

concentration in Instructional Technology from Appalachian State University in 2008 and completed a 

graduate certificate in School Leadership from Appalachian State University in 2014.  Waters came to 

Surry County Schools as an assistant principal in 2016 with fourteen years of experience in education.  

Prior to her most recent role at Gentry Middle, Waters served as a kindergarten, fourth and fifth grade 

teacher.  She also served as an instructional technology facilitator.      

 

Mrs. Waters commented, “I am excited to join the team at Shoals Elementary School. Shoals is a school 

with a staff dedicated to student excellence and strong community involvement.  I am thankful for the 

opportunity to work with all stakeholders to see its continued success.”  

 



        


